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Inyathelo, Buchanan
Square, 160 Sir Lowry Road
Woodstock, Cape Town

+27 21 447 2950
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www.myvotecounts.org.za

ATT: Office of the Chief Justice
The South African Judiciary
Per email:
enquiries@judiciary.org.za

info@concourt.org.za

13 May 2025

RE: MY VOTE COUNTS REQUESTS EXTENSION TO THE DEADLINE ON THE NOMINATION OF
CANDIDATES FOR APPOINMENT TO THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION

Dear Chief Justice Maya

We note that the terms of three of the five commissioners of the Electoral Commission (IEC)
will be coming to an end on 1 November 2025. Namely, the current Chair, Mr Mosotho
Moepya, as well as Dr Nomsa Masuku, and Judge Dhaya Pillay.

We further note that the Office of the Chief Justice issued a call for nominations to fill these
vacancies in Government Notice no. 3138 titled ‘Electoral Commission Act: Appointment of
candidates for appointment to Electoral Commission: Nominations invited’, published in the
Government Gazette on 15 April 2025. The information does not seem to have been circulated
nor publicised widely.

There has been no media statement nor social media communique from your office or the IEC
concerning the nomination process. Thus, there has been almost no coverage of the
nomination process in the media; from what we can tell there was just a single article
published on IOL News on 16 April 2025, and subsequently, a Judges Matter media advisory
website post on 08 May 2025.
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4. The IEC plays a crucial role in our democracy. The Commission’s independence and
impartiality lie at the heart of the public trust it enjoys. Trust cannot be maintained in the
absence of transparency and openness. As such, it is important that competent and impartial
people are appointed. Further to this, that the appointment process is widely publicised so
that the public can scrutinise, monitor and engage with it.

5. Given the fact that we are six months away from the conclusion of the three Commissioner’s
term, we are requesting an extension of the deadline for the submission of nominations of
electoral commissioners to 15 June. Further to this, that your Office widely publicises the
process, creates public awareness, thus allowing for meaningful participation.

6. As the body overseeing this process, we believe that the Office of the Chief Justice needs to
do more to ensure openness and transparency in the process.

7. We would appreciate a response to our request prior to the current deadline of 16 May 2025.

8. We look forward to hearing from you.

Minhaj Jeenah
Executive Director

G

Boikanyo Moloto
Political Systems Lead
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